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As we come to the end ofanother year, I look back on the overwhelming
support the hospital has received in 2010, and I invite you to read in these
pages the stories ofgifts that have come from unexpected places and

from within the Howard County community. At the unveiling ofour new
Historical Giving Wall, our focus was on the patrons whose generosity
has supported the growth of the hospital for more than 30 years.

Shirley Howard, of Baltimore, has been giving to
the hospital for more than 20 years, after the birth

of her grandson at HCGH. Her late husband,
Bill, was a patient at our hospital 44 times in his
lifetime. On his 45th visit, he passed away at

our hospital, in Shirley's arms. "The hospital
staff not only took care ofmy husband, they
took care ofme," Shirley expresses. "I never

forgot the kindness they showed."

Though Bill passed 13 years ago, Shirley

continues to give to Howard County General Hospital.
"I will not stop as long as I am alive," she says. "The hospital was

there for me when I was alone. They became my family. And now
I am there for them."

It is because of members ofour hospital family, like Shirley, that we have
become a world-class provider ofhealthcare in Howard County. The history
ofcharitable giving at Howard County General Hospital is outstanding.

But today, I am asking you to look with me to the future of the hospital.

We have a responsibility to future generations, like that ofShirley's

grandson, to provide an even higher level of care. For HCGH to
continue to grow, we need your help.

Your gift, large or small, has a positive impact on the well-being ofour
commwuty, strengthening the ability of the hospital to provide patients
with high-quality health care today and tomorrow.

There are many ways you can help bring healing to your community and
make a difference now-and well into the future. You can contribute in

honor ofa loved one, join our legacy program, or even donate online.
To show your support ofHoward County General Hospital, please visit
www.hcgh.org or call 410-740-7840.

With the season ofgiving upon us, I ask you to remember Shirley

and her generosity. "At age 86, I don't need anything," she explains.
"The best blessing I have received is to be able to help other people."

We hope you will consider supporting the Howard Hospital Fowldation.

Year-end charitable gifts provide much-needed support for the hospital,
and may produce significant tax savings for you. From our family to yours,
we thank you for all you have done and all you will continue to do.

With thanks,

David Powell, Chair, Howard Hospital Fowldation
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The Claudia Mayer Cancer Resource
Cente eceives Bir hday Present
Joan Clark, an ICU nurse at HCGH, received a 70th birthday party
invitation in the mail, wluch claimed the sender would only accept

one of three gifts for his birthday: a luxury yacht, a private island, or
recommendations for a charitable donation to her favorite organization,

with the winning organization receiving $70,000 at the party.

The invitation came from Foster Friess, chairman ofWyoming-based

Friess Associates, which manages more than $8 billion, including
Brandywine Flmds.

Joan, a two-tinle cancer survivor, knew the perfect beneficiary: the
Claudia Mayer Cancer Resource Center at HCGH. With the help of

her fellow ICU nurses, including Ellen Merrill, she subnlitted the

Claudia Mayer Cancer Resource Center for recoglution, lauding the
center as a remarkable place ofhope, help and support for men, women
and children living and coping with cancer. Ellen, a Nurse of the Year

nonunee, composed a poem written £i:om the point ofview ofa cancer
survivor, with the closing lines, "The Claudia Mayer Center is a gem;
the fight would have been tougher without them."

At Friess's birthday party, attendees who had subnutted an organization
for consideration received envelopes on a silver platter, which they

were told to open simultaneously to learn who won the grand prize.
They were all \vinners: Friess had given $70,000 to each subnlitted

organization, bringing the total of the evening's gift to $8 nlillion.

"I was so happy to be handing over this check to these wonderful ,
dedicated people who have been affected by this disease, and who

choose to stay and help others," said Joan. "These amazing souls
who work at the Center and the compassion they provide are as

important as the chemo, radiation, doctors and nurses."

"Cancer is not a death sentence; it's a life sentence. Advocate for

yourself and have a plan ofattack." That is Joan's strongest advice

to anyone facing a cancer diagnosis. "There is plenty ofinformation
out there," she said. "It can be overwhelming and scary, but do your
research and use resources like the Claudia Mayer Cancer Resource

Center for support and services. The Center's support is invaluable."

Joan's cause has also been adopted by her son, Colin, who will be
entering the University of Colorado at Boulder this fall as a pre-med

student. Calling his mom his hero, Colin said he plans on working
to find a cure for cancer.


